
Did You Know?
The boreal forest encircles the northern 
hemisphere just south of the Arctic Circle, 
covering about 1.66 billion hectares – 
roughly one third of the Earth’s forested 
area. It is one of the largest forest ecosystems 
on the planet, sheltering thousands of 
wildlife species. Russia, Canada, 
Scandinavia and Alaska contain boreal 
forest, with about 60 per cent in Russia and 
close to 30 per cent in Canada.

Canada’s boreal region stretches across the 
top of the country from the Yukon in the 
west to Newfoundland and Labrador in the 
east – forming a band more than 1,000 
kilometres wide. It is by far the largest of  
the country’s nine forest regions.

Agreement Sets High Environmental 
Standards in Canada’s Boreal
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Did You Know?
Canada’s boreal region has an abundance of 
wildlife and fresh water (including an estimated 

1.5 million lakes). It is used by nearly half of the birds in 

North America each year, and contains wetlands 
that filter millions of litres of water a day. 
There are about 20 tree species in Canada’s boreal forest, 

including spruce, fir, pine and tamarack. 

Managing the 
Diversity of Canada’s 
Boreal Region

The Canadian Boreal Forest Agreement
Continued from Cover

Who’s involved? 
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Canada’s Diverse Forest Sector

Basics of Chain-of-Custody Certification

Examining Asian 
Market Trends
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Did You Know?
About 0.2 per cent of Canada’s boreal  
forest is harvested each year, and companies that 
harvest public lands must return them  
to healthy, natural forest.

Canadian Forest Sector  
Exports to Asia (2005-2009)

“Canada has a reputation for world class standards of sustainable forest management that  
is based upon rigorous laws and regulations governing the management of forest lands.  
As 93 percent of forest land in Canada is under government jurisdiction, governments are 
responsible for ensuring that forests are sustainably managed, and respectful of environmental, 
social and economic values on behalf of the public. Canada is proud of the fact that its 
rigorous forest management laws and regulations are complemented by voluntary, third-party 
certification that gives customers added assurance that the Canadian products they are buying 
come from sustainably managed forests. As a leader in sustainable forest management, Canada 
is involved in global initiatives aimed at eliminating illegal logging, strengthening forest 
governance, and helping developing countries build capacity in their forest sector.”

– Jim Farrell, Assistant Deputy Minister, Canadian Forest Service


